tither 
Mors, 
Ilers. 
AL io 
ve iy 
Mor- 
Nholy 
) Pos 
vod 
king 
Nn io 

an 
d of 
Mi it, 


he Gospel werald, 














—————a 


« Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall he to all people.” 
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« Will All be Saved 2” 

Refore | proceed further in the consideration of 
wpisartiele, I shall take notice of the Editor's an- 
quer, see No. 36, page 235, where he says, “ We 
have repeatedly stated the position, that no man 
gan know God, unless God communicates the 
knowledge of himself to the man. Therefore, un- 
‘il Impartialist destroys this position, all his re- 
marks relative to free-agency, and man’s being a 


machine, are useless” To which I answer: So 


far from destroying this proposition, it is what I 
wish should remain established. 
consequence ; does it destroy man’s freedom of 
will? If it does, he is a machine to. all intents 
sad purposes, and can no more disobey God, 


than God himself can do wrong ; then to God's 
account the sins of the world is charged ; and, in- 
sead of his calling upon men every where to re- 
pent and believe the Gospel, the call, in justice, 
is to him not only to repent but to change his un- 
righteous sway over his creatures. But this blas- 
phemous absurdity in belief is chargeable nowhere 
but upon that man, or set of men, who discard con- 
ditions, in salvation or reprobation. 

It seems that the Editor and myself precisely 
agree in the position, “ That no man can know 
God, unless God communicates himself to the 
man.” But I have no unity with his “ Therefore 
until Impartialist destroys this position, all his re- 
warks relative to free-agency and man’s being a 
machine are useless.” Does freedom of will de- 
pend on the destruction of God's communicating 
himself to man? If it does, Adam would have 
had uo freedom of will to disobey until he had 
destroyed the communion he bad with God; and 
how could he have destroyed this communion 
without free will ? Do not let it be said that it 
was by hearing to the insinuations of the serpent, 
that gave him free will, for how could he have 
heard, and much more, how could he have diso- 
beyed and laid waste his communion with God, 
without freedom of will? Can it be possible that 
excellency of parts and brilliancy of understand- 
ing, should be duped to the belief that freedom 
of will is dependent on the destruction of God’s 
communion with man? Nay, verily, this asser- 
tion of the Editor’s must have been made in haste ; 
and thus I am disposed to cover it: for one mo- 
Weat's reflection must have discovered to him its 
fallacy. But I have evidently shown that free- 
dom of will does not depend on this destruction. 
And now | am prepared to assert, that freedom of 
will, so far from depending on the destruction of 


is, as it respects divine things, dependent upon the 


soul's communion with its Creator. Suppose he 
ceases to have divine spiritual intercourse with 
man, what becomes of man’s capacity to obey or 
disobey, in religious, or spiritual things? Is it not 
void of any thing of the kind? Most certainly. 
Then, consequently and evidently, freedom of 
will in religion is predicated upon the immediate 
impulse or law of God to the soul. 

The Editor, and all who may read this paper, 
will please to take notice that it is from God we 
have free will, either in nature or grace. Had be 


But, what is the | not dispensed to us the spirit of nature; and, in 


conformity thereto, do we not live congenial to 
nature? But is it not in the power of every man 
to do violence to nature ; and, by suicide, to put 
a period to bis life in nature? Most certainly. 
But how would it be possible for him thus to have 
abused his freedom of will, if he had not first 
been endowed with the spirit of nature? If this is 
a fact, as it respects the life of the body, shall it 
ke less so, as it respects the life of the soul ? Has 
not light come into the world? Is there not a 
manifestation of the Spirit (of God) given to eve- 
ry man to profit withal? Has not the grace (or 
Spirit) of God appeared unto all men, teaching 
the denying all ungodliness and worldly lust, 
that we should live righteously and soberly in the 
present world? How could there have been un- 
godliness, had there been no turning from a godly 
spirit ? And how could there now be ungodliness 
in existence, but by this means? Must it not there- 
fore be conceded, that a dispensation of the Spirit 
of grace is given to man; and in conformity 
thereto, does he not live according to the will of 
Heaven, and is made a partaker of the Divine na- 
ture by this Spirit, and through this conformity. 
The same as saith the apostle, “It is by grace, 
through faith, that ye are saved; not of your- 
selves, it is the gift of God.” But is it not in the 
power of every man, by violence to grace, and by 
doing despite to the Spirit of truth in his breast, to 
cause the divine spiritual life of God in the soul 
to become extinct? Most certainly: for “the 
soul that sinneth, it shall die; and he who doeth 
that which is lawful and right, (has in him, spirit- 
ually, God’s commands,) shall save bis soul alive. 
If ye sow to the flesh, of the flesh ye shall rear 
corruption ; but to the spirit, life everlasting. 

ye live after the flesh ye shall die, but if, through 
the Spirit, ye mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live: for as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God are the sons of God ; and he that has not the 
Spirit of Christ is none of his.” 





Ged's communion with man for existence, that it 


Thus | have laboured, not in ermity to the Ed? 
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tor, but in good will; not for the ascendency of 
argument, but that the truth, which sets every | 
man free who will abide in it, may appear to be| 
what it really is; not an arbitrary thing, imposing | 
salvation, whether the subject will accord to it or) 
aot, but that the life of the soul is upon as ration- 
al ground as that of the body. It is bounteously | 
and gratuitously bestowed,in both cases, and 
equally may be trifled with and disobeyed, to 
their extinction. Now, because the life of the 
body is gratuitously bestowed, it does not make 
it an arbitrary business that the subject of it must | 
have it, that is, continue in it whether he will or 
not. Although he has no choice in the bestow- 
ment or acceptance of the gift of it, yet after it is 
conferred, he has the freedom of will either to ac- 
quiesce with it, or reject it. Just so exactly as it 
respects the salvation of the soul, Light, or Christ, 
(words of the same meaning in Scripture,) has 
come into the world, that is, unto every individual 
man, and by the apostle John is termed the life of 
man, that is, the divine life, or the life of the soul. 
Now here is no bargain nor conditions between 
God and the soul : he has of his own free will im- 
parted to the soul of his divine life, for i/s life, in 
order that the soul might glorify and enjoy him. 
But mark what takes place after the giving of this, 
the greatest of ull gifts, (here comes the condi- 
tion,) man is required to obey it, in order to retain 
au. Thus it was with the first, and so it is with 
the last man in creation ; to which Moses and the 
prophets, Jesus Christ and his apostles, bear full 
destimony, according to my understanding of the 
Scriptures, that I conclude, without conditions of 
obedience of man to his Maker, there is ne salva- 
tion, but in obedience to Him salvation is to 
ALL. 

Again the Editor goes on: “ Now Impartialist 
has settled the question by the admission of prin- 
ciples which necessarily prove the restoration of 
all men to holiaess and happiness, and the des- 
truction of his own hypothesis.” To make this 
out, the Editor has reference to my fourth ques- 
tion and answer, from whence he raises his weak 
argument and groundless conclusion. If it is 
admitted that the capacity of man could not have 
been different from what it is, to have answered 
the end of glorifying his Creator and enjoying him 
forever. Does one of the Editor's two things fol- 
low, as an inevitable consequence ; namely— 
Either God never intended that man should glo- 
rify him and enjoy him for ever, or that, if he in- 
tended it, and man does not answer this ostensible 
purpose of his creation, inscrutable wisdom and 
almighty power could not effect their object ! 

That the Editor may feel as well as see the force 
of his arguments, let them be applied to himself. 
“The end of Henry Fitz is to glorify God, and 


| 


enjoy him for ever ; therefore, if H.F.does not . 


glorify God, and enjoy him, one of two things 
follow, as an inevitable consequence, namely— 
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rify and enjoy him for ever ; or that, if he intend 
ed it, and H. F. does not answer this Ostensibje 
purpose of his creation, inscrutable Wisdom and 
almighty power are outdone by HF. f hj, « 
a good argument, Henry must be a mighty mas 

so far superior to God Almighty, that nothing cay 
exalt him but the prince of the power of the gi, 
To bring the matter home close to the feelings « 
Henry, let him be asked whether this ostens), 
purpose is answered by him?’ whether he olorig,, 
and enjoys God in all that he does, in thougiy, ; 

word, and in action? If so, how comes it to pas 
that he considers himself and all ment sinyen 
and reprobates—every righteous act of the cps. 
ture as filthy rags.t Thus the stone bounds bac 
upon him that sent it, and he is hanged, Hamgp. 
like, upon the gallows of his own erecting; aj 
is buried in the pit of his own digging, in do 
trinal discussion. Never mind, Henry! Cony 
along with me; here is my hand not to felloy. 
ship false doctrine, but to aid a brother whenever 
it may be in my power, and to be helped by hin 
when I can receive it. And suffer me to tell, po: 
only thyself, but the world, that I have not admi. 
ted principles which necessarily prove the unco». 
ditional restoration of all men to holiness ay 
happiness. Such principles would be very plea. 
sing to flesh and blood, or the carnal part in every 
man: but as flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of Heaven, and corruption inherit ip- 
corruption, but must be put off and denied by: 

power, light, or seed of God in the soul, so thi 
divine principle must be acknowledged, reveren 
ced and obeyed ; then God is glorified and enjoy 
ed by the creature. But permit me to 
truth’s behalf, that it does not follow, as a neces 

sary and inevitable consequence, because man js 
capacitated and designed to glurify God, who is 
almighty, and enjoy him for ever, that this end 
will be answered, whether man will or not. This 

thou wiit say, looks like presumption, that th: 
will of man should have any thing to do in this 
business. Halt, or stop for a moment! Before we 
can tell the amount of the whole sum, we mus 
add or take in all its parts. Now who will dare 
to say, that God, in capacitating man to an:wer 
the great design of glorifying and enjoying vin 
for ever, did not constitute him with freedom oi 
will, so far as to acquiesce in the reign of this ¢- 
vine seed within him, or to reject it. To say thet 
he could not have thus given man the power ol 
free will to acquiesce with the seed Christ, or re 
ject it, robs God as much of his attribute of pow- 
er, as to say that he could not make man in suca 
a state of free will as to acquiesce with his lile 
nature, or reject it. The last will be owned \y 


Sav, On 





* Do sinners glorify God, and enjoy him? 

t Is it not right in man to obey God? If it is, 

it not a righteous act, and not filthy ? 
The Editor will please not to evade answering 

these simple questions : if he does, it will be te 





either God never intended that H, F. should glo- 


ken for granted that he cannot answer them. 
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self, and the first denied ; and for what rea-} 
on? Is not free will as consistent in one case as 

other? and in the latter does it redound much 
sore to the glory of God? Nay, let me ask, How 
wuld the creature give glory, and how could it 
tov, without this, freedom of will? If it could 
’ then freedom of willis one of the items or 
galities, which capacitates the creature to an- 
wer the glorious design of its Creator: and in 
‘ye doctrinal account of salvation, this very im- 
oortant item must not be left out; if it is, such 
.ccount is defective. 

[have much more to say on the subject of free 
will. but I shall forbear for the present, and leave 
» tothe Editor to deny in doctrine what, while 
be complies with the terms of his own exis- 
rence, he will be sure to acknowledge in prac- 
tice: and thus I shall, (if nothing prevents,) pur- 
sue him, opposing his practice to his doctrine, un- 
iil wuth gives the victory over this absurd doc- 
rine, that salvation is not upon conditions of 
obedience on the part of man, the creature, to 





God, his Creator. Inthe mean time, let the Ed- 
itorshow how he himself exists in a temporal | 
life, without complying with the conditions of | 
bat life. Then it will be easy for him to show 
explicitly to his readers, how a Christian exists in 
Christ, without complying with the commands 
and injunctions of Christ, the very terms and con- 


litionsof such existence. If he cannot do this, let 


him acknowledge his error, and confess the truth, 
that salvation is fo none but those who are passive 


md obedient to the eommands of God, their Cre- 
AN IMPARTIALIST. 
REMARKS. 
[?Circumstances make it necessary to say, 
iat, unless Impartialist communicates something 
which can be understood, we must in future de- 
cline his favours. “ Theological discussion,’ and 
words connected without order, which will neith- 
er build up, nor pull down, and at best, unmean- 
ing, are,in our opinion, different things. We are 
quite willing, provided it can administer comfort 
to Impartialist’s mind or food to his vanity, he 
should take it for granted that he has confuted us 
0 amore masterly manner than any poor wight 
was ever confuted! Nay, that the orations of 
Cicero and Demosthenes were mere catch-penny 
productions, compared with his writings ; and any 
ting else which can be imagined, only send us 
no more manuscripts of the above complexion. 
Ep. 


ator 


— 

REVIEW of the Caristran’s Vape-Mecum, by 
Hooper Cummine, A. M. 
(Concluded from p. 277.) 

The following, from Mr. C.’s 168th page, is a 
common misconstruction of the Scriptures, and 
fatal to every effort that may be made to recon- 
cile them, so long as prejudice and passion guide 
the helm, or influence the judgment in its deci- 
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“The doctrine of the Universalists cannot be 
true, on account of the limitation with which all 
the promises of the Gospel are attended. These 
promises do not extend to men of all descriptions, 
They contain no pledge that men of every char- 
acter shall share in the blessings which the Gos- 
peltenders. While an invitation is addressed to 
all,—an invitation pressed and urged by every 
consideration that can influence the heart of pa- 
ternal solicitude, for the happiness of wayward 
children,—eternal life is promised absolutely to 
none but such as believe, repent, and are born again, 
hope, trust, overcome, are obedient, hold out to the 
end. Those of an opposite description, who dis- 
believe and reject the Gospel, who live and die in 
sin, unrepented of and unforgiven, are the objects 
of divine malediction. Thus, when it is promised, 
He that believeth shall be saved ; it is, at the very 
same time, threatened, He that believeth not, shall 
be damned.” 

If the above statement and declarations of Mr. 
C. are truth,—and if by “ eternal life,” is meant 
the existence of the soul, disembodied, postetior 
to this present life, and of endless duration, we are 
free to acknowledge that the doctrine which 
teaches the ultimate restoration and happiness of 
all the human race, is a most unqualified false- 
hood ! But, if we can abundantly prove from the 
Scriptures, that Mr. C,’s positions are false, then 
the salvation of all men stands firm, Or, to use 
Mr. €.’s phraseology, (page 139,) “ A ‘ thus saith 
the Lord,’ is sufficient to silence every cavil. We 
may then rest assured, that the enemies of the 
truth have no legitimate claim to Scriptural au- 
thority for their assertions. They may pretend to 
such authority, but it is a mere pretence, founded 
not on a fair interpretation of the word of life, but 
on a palpable and violent distortion of its mean- 
ing. Fhe word of life cannot contradict itself.” 
We think the question, all important as it is, is 
now fairly stated ; and we unhesitatingly declare, 
that our conviction of its importance is not great- 
er than our assurance of a complete and decisive 
victory ! 

First : Mr. C. declares that “ the doctrine of the 
Universalists cannot be true, (Why ?) on account 
of the limitation with which all the promises of the 
Gospel are attended.” The first promise was 
made in Eden. “The seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent’s head.” Where is its limita- 
tion ? It was repeated to Abraham. ‘‘ By myself 
have I sworn, saith the Lord,” &c. that “in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” 
What “limitation attends this promise?” It was 
repeated to Jacob. “In thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.” . Point, if you 
can, to the limitation! We have adduced, not 
merely a “ thus saith the Lord,” but a “ By my- 
self have I sworn, saith the Lord!” 1s not this “ suf- 
ficient to silence every cavil?” It is, if Mr. C. 
can be believed. 

Second, —Mr. C, declares, “ These promises do 





sions, Mr, C. says— 
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not extend to men of all deseriptions,” &c. The 
Scripture declares, Rom. iii. “It is written, There 
is none righieous, no, not one!” We shall leave 
it to Mr. C. to enwmerate, at his leisure, the dif- 
ferent descriptions of men here specified : and we 
tell him, that the following destroys, in a mo- 
went, his cobweb theology, —* Therefore by the 
deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in his 
fight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But 
now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; even the righteousness of God, by faith 
of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all them that 
belitsve ; for there is no difference : for all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; be- 
ing justified freely by his grace, through the re- 
dempti on that is in Christ Jesus.” Rom. iii. 21—24. 
We read, John xvii. 3, “ This is life elernal, 
that the y might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” Again, we 
vead, “ He that believeth on the Son hath life,” 
&e. 1J ohn v. 20, “ And we know that the Son 
of God ist come, and hath given us an understand- 
ing, that we may know him that is true ; and we 
are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. T.bis is the true God, and eternal life.” 


Now, the moment Mr. C. admits that any part of 
mankind arrive at the knowledge of God, &c. and 
believe on thee Son, in this mode of existence, he 
mecessarily a (mits, that efernal life is enjoyed in 
this mode of existence ; and the moment he de- 


nies that the believer has this life, he necessarily 
denies the declarations of Christ! We think this 
is so very plain, that it would be superfluous to 
say another word in proofof it. Mr.C. may now 
learn, that his eternal death is confined to the time 
the man is an unbeliever. And that all men are 
unbelievers before they believe! Mr. C. quotes, 
“ He that believeth not shall be damned.” We 
repeat a question we have often asked ; Paul says, 
Rom. xi. “ God hath concluded all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy on ail.” If the damna- 
tion consequent upon unbelief mean endless mis- 
ery, how can it be said,-that “ God hath conclu- 
ded all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all?” 

We inform Mr. C. that no promise is made to 
unbelievers, in the character of unbelievers, and 
to reward them for their unbelief. Mr. C. in fu- 
ture, can introduce a different phraseology when 
hé is attempting to confute Universalists. If he 
misrepresents our faith in future, he does it at his 
peril! No unbeliever ever did, or ever will expe- 
gience salvation. But, the moment a man be- 
lieves, he is no longer an unbeliever. Christ said, 
« All shall be taught of God.” John said, “ Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of (believers ? No! Of the pious and good? No! 
Of the elect ? No!) the world!” Allmen. Again, 
we read, Rom. v. “In due time Christ died (for 
whom? Why the believer. No! The good. No! 
The cleet. No') for the ungedly.” Mr. C. is de- 
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by 


{lighted when he can preach about the decrees (nor 
| of God, but of John Calvin!) « 1 win declare th 
| decree ; (that sinners shall be made endlessly - 
| erable. No! What then? Hear—) The Lord bath 
ire unto me, (that he is determined to dees 
nine-tenths of the human race—No! What js it? 
| Hear) Thoa, my Son, this day have | begotten 
vey Ask of me, and I shall give the (belirne. 
|few. No! Whothen? Ans.) heathen (the heat - 
| about whom our missionaries have raised such g 
| hue and cry, and want to obtain some of them {oy 
| the Lord!) thine inheritance, and the (elect. y, 
| Who then? {}) the uttermost parts of the ear 
thy possession !” Psa. ii. Mr. C. can leary the 
“ will—purpose—-and good pleasure of God. 
reading Eph. i. 9,.10. 

Mr.C. in p. 169, says, “ Finally,—the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation is not true, because jt hy. 
a direct and inevitable tendency to enervate ap 
destroy the motives by which men are urged | 
embrace the Gospel.” If Mr. C., by gospel. imeays 
John Calvin's abominable stuff, we plead guilty 
but, if he means the “Gospel of our Lord ap) 
Saviour Jesus Christ,” we deny the charge! 

| C., to illustrate his position, reasons as follows 
“ There is, indeed, among mankind a great variety 
of natural disposition or temperament. Som 
weep when they hear of the patience, the tender 
pity, and the matchless love of their Heavenly 
Father. Others are callous to these sentiments — 
while, with Felix, they tremble, when they ae 
told of ‘ajudgment to come.’ Some are led 
others must be driven. But surely, if the doc 
trine of an eternal hell, with all its indescribable 
horrors, were untrue, then ‘the God of grace 
and consolation,’ would not make it instrument. 
al in turning souls from ‘the path of the disobe. 
dient to the wisdom of the just,’—then it would 
be never necessary to preach alarming sermon:— 
and then, many who are now rejoicing in hope, 
and thousands and tens of thousands, already in 
Heaven, could not have been converted.—tor 
they were dead to every other motive,—while the 
fear of hell alone was, in the first case, influential 

After all, those who have been gen/ly brought 
into the kingdom of Heaven, were, in part, oper 
ted on by the same motive,—because a sense of 

the divine forbearance was mingled with a con 
viction of their guilt; and a perception of their 


;disingenuousness and ingratitude was blended 


with a belief of their meriting damaation.”” 
Reader, Mr. C. has furnished a better comment 
on the above than we could have produced. Look 
at it—Page 111. “It is not concerning that s/s, 
slavish fear cf future punishment, which, by way 
of distinction, is denominated ‘legal repentance, 
and which an apostle styles ‘the sorrow of the 
world which worketh death,’ that I now write.” 
Page 113. “ The sincere penitent hates sin. He e1- 
ercises sorrow as well asthe legal penitent : Butit 
is sorrow of a far different kind, arising not from 





the mere apprehension of future punishment, ‘vt 
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e ‘exeeeding sinfulness of sin.’ Although | 
; misery in itself considered, as much as) 


from th 
pe dread ; 
er man—yet his motives to repentance are 


ny oth 
~ rom an infinitely higher source. Were there 


drawn f 


no such place as hell, he would still lament his re- 
-allion and ingratitade against the lovely, glorious 


Being he adores.” Page 115. “The legal peni- 
tent would rather sin than not, if he were sure of 
woaping final misery. Notso with the evangelical 
penitent,” &e. 

* Reader, we believe you are by this time satisfied, 

yat.to bea “Doctor of Divinity,” and to be a 

man of good sense, may be two things! 

We dismiss this wretched production and its 
sled author, with the following—Mr. C. attached 
.»« Summary” to his book, which concludes thus— 
mentioning the names of several who have advo- 
cated the doctrine of God’s universal goodness, he 
ays.) “But it would be ungenerous to omit the 
vames of James Relly, an apostate from the adhe- 
vents of Whitefield—and John M‘Murphy, the 
Spittalfield weaver, or, as he called himself after he 
came to this country, Mr. Murray.” 

It is about five years, since Mr. Cumming 
preached so many sermons against SLANDER, 
that his hearers’ ears ached with the repetition of 
them. “Jf and If’—But—it was the Reverend 
Doctor Hooper Cumming, of whom audacious 
persons dared to speak disrespectfully! Mr. Mur- 
ray, poor man, was fair game! And it was as much 
as wo years after Mr. C. preached his five sermons 
against slander, that he slandered Mr. Murray. 
Charity inclines us to think he forgot all about his 
fire sermons! Reader, it would be attaching a de- 
gree of consequence to Mr. C. which he does not 
deserve, were we to add one word in defence of 
Mr. Murray, to exeulpate him from this doctor's 
sander. We therefore subjoin the following, that 
Mr. C. may blush in private, for his public and un- 
provoked malice. 

“In the month of May, 1775, the leading offi- 
cers of the Rhode Island Brigade, assembled in the 
neighbourhood of Boston, despatched a respecta- 
ble messenger, with a letter, soliciting the atten- 
dance of Mr. Murray, as chaplain to their detach- 
ment of the Revolutionary Army.” This letter was 

“ Signed in behalf of the Brigade, 
“May 24, 1775. J. N. VARNUM.” 

“General Washington honoured the preacher 
with marked, and uniform attention; the Chap- 
lains of the army united in petitioning the Chief 
for the removal of the promulgator of glad tidings : 
the answer was handed them, in the general orders 
of the ensuing day, which appointed Mr. John 
Murray Chaplain of the three Rhode Island Regi- 

ments, with a command from his Excellency 
Groner Wasnincton, that he should be respect- 
ed accordingly.” Life of Murray, 
—— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
The opposers of Univensat Satvation are 


continually finding faalt with Universalists, for| 
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dwelling so much on the Jove and merey of God. 
They say, we ought to remember his justice as 
well as his mercy, for justice must have its de- 
mands as well as mercy. Supposing we were to 
yield to the sentiments of our brethren, and ask 
them to inform us what will satisfy the demands 
of justice. They would tell us, that justiee DE- 
MANDS the ETERNAL MISERY of the trans. 
gressor. Let us listen for further instruction on 
this point. “ if God were to deal with us accord- 
ing to strict justice, we should ALL be consigned 
to the darkness of despair.” Listen again. “O! 
how wonderful it is, that such hell-deserving sin- 
ners as we are, should yet be spared, when JUS- 
TICE demands that we should be cut down as 
cumberers of the ground.” 

Now as all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God, ALL, according to strict justice, 
must be damned; for justice must have its de- 
mands, and eternal damnation can alone satisfy 
its requirements. How then shall any be saved? 
“QO! the MERCY, the wonderful mercy of God,” 
says the opposer, “saves our souls from hell.” 
Why do they not say, that mercy violates the eter- 
nal principle of JUSTICE, and saves man from 
its proper and consistent requirements. 

But if mercy saves a Calvinist or a Methodist, 
why not a Universalist, why not all mankind ?— 
And if mercy is that divine power that triumphs 
in the salvation of man, why may not Universal- 
ists preach the mercy of God, as well as others?” 
And if justice is to be released or abandoned in 
part, to save one, why may it not in toto, to save 
all mankind. As believers in eternal misery are 
so anxious that justice should have its demands, 
on whom do they intend it shall be administered ? 
On themselves? No! They take shelter under 
the wing of mercy. They are perfectly willing, as 
to themselves, that God should dispense with jus- 
tice, and deal altogether in mercy. Withthem a 
“God all mercy” may be a “ God unjust,” but 
in regard to others, a God all JUST may bea 
God UNMERCIFUL. How perfectly this ac- 
cords with the command of the Saviour, “I say 
unto you, love your enemies,” &c 

= 
Extract from Hartley's Theory of the Mind. 

“ Whatever be our doubts, fears, or anxieties ; 
whether selfish or social, whether for time or 
eternity, our only hope and refuge must be in the 
infinite power, knowledge, and goodness of God 
And if these be really our hope and refuge, if we 
have a true practical sense and conviction of 
God's infinite ability, and readiness, to protect 
and bless us,an entire, peaceful and happy resig- 
nation will be the result, notwithstanding the 
clouds and perplexities wherewith we may some- 
times be compassed. He who has brought us in- 
to this state will conduct us through it. He knows 
all our wants and distvesses. His infinite nature 
will bear down all opposition from our impotence, 
ignorance, vice, or misery. He is our Creator, 





318 


Judge, and King: our Friend, and Father, and 
God. And though the transcendent greatness and 
gloriousness of this prospect may, at first view, 
make our faith stagger, and incline us to disbe- 
lieve through joy, yet, upon farther considera- 
tion, it seems rather to confirm and establish it- 
self on that account. For the more it exceeds our 
gratitude and comprehension, the more does it 
coincide with the idea of that absolutely perfect 
Being, which the several orders of imperfect be- 
ings perpetually suggest to us, as our only resting- 
place, the Cause of causes, and the supreme 
reality.” 

He concludes his great work as follows: “I 
have now gone through with my observations on 
the frame, duty, and expectations of man ; finish- 
ing them with the doctrine of ultimate unlimited 
happiness to all. This doctrine, if {t be true, 
ought at once to dispel all gloominess, anxiety, 
and sorrow from our hearts, and raise them to the 
highest pitch of love, adoration, and gratitude to- 
ward God, our most bountiful Creator, and mer- 
eiful Father, and the inexhaustible source of hap- 
piness and perfection. Here self-interest, benevo- 
lence, and piety, all concur to move and exalt 
our affections. How happy in himself, how be- 
nevolent to others, and how thankful to God, 
ought that man to be who believes both himself 
and others born to an infinite expectation ! Since 


God has bid us rejoice, what can make us sorrow- | 


ful? Since he has created us for happiness, what 
misery can we fear? If we be really intended for 
ultimate unlimited happiness, it is no matter to a 
truly resigned person, when, or where, or how. 
Nay, could any of us fully conceive, and be duly 
influenced by this glorious expectation, this infinite 
balance in our favour, it would be sufficient to de- 
prive all present evils of their sting and bitterness. 
It would be a sufficient answer to all our difficul- 
ties and anxieties from the folly, vice, and misery, 
which we experience in ourselves, and see in 
others, to say that they will end in unbounded 
knowledge, virtue, and happiness ; and that the 
progress of every individual, in his passage 
through an eternal life, is from imperfect to per- 
fect, particular to general, less to greater, finite 
to infinite, and from the creature to the Creator.” 


—— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
A SERMON UPON GOATS. 

« And thou shalt have goat's milk enough for thy 
food, for the food of thy household, and for the 
maintenance of thy maidens.” Prov. xxvii. 27. 

From the days of Origin, (in the second centu- 
ry) to the present, it has been fashionable to spi- 
ritualize the Scriptures, and to teach men that 
they have a meaning besides what is expressed. 
Many to this day think the Scriptures have a 
double sense, what is said, and what is meant.— 
A man who could find a spiritual meaning to 
Sampson's bee-hive, jaw bone, and the tails of hjs 
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three hundred foxes, connected with firebrand: 
could doubtless have a spiritual meaning to = 
jtext. What could it be? We will SUPPose iit to 
be this— ‘ 

1. The person addressed must mean a ministoy 
of modern times, to whom it is said, “ And thio. 
shalt have goat's milk enough,” &c. 

2. His household and maidens must signify, ;, 
a spiritual sense, his family and domestics, | 

3. The goats must mean the non-elect, who ay. 
in the end to be eternally miserable, after feeding 
the minister and his family for life, according ; 
Matt. xxv, &c. 

4. The goats’ milk, in the spiritual sense of ;\,, 
text, which is represented as abundant, must mean 
the generous and constant support which thes 
ministers, their children, and servants, haye pp. 
ceived from the non-elect, or such as are decla. 
red to be of that number, who do so well for thei, 
owners here, and who are to be treated so crye. 
ly hereafter. 

We will allow that the three first propositions 
are so plain they need no illustration, and pro. 
ceed to prove the truth of the fourth particular 
“ Thou shalt have goats’ milk enough.” It js , 
fact beyond all dispute, that those who are cop. 
sidered the unconverted, or non-elect, are gone. 
rally depended on for the support of such as have 
for years been considered ministers of the Gos. 
pel. The meeting-houses are chiefly built wit) 
the money which belonged to such as are de. 
nominated goats ; and were it not for this part of 
the people, what a poor condition the sheep 
would be in! 

It is a curiosity, the manner in which the goats 
milk is obtained. 

Money is wanted to make the parson life-men- 
ber of the Bible Society ;—the goats must be 
milked, and soon the ladies produce the money 
A pious young man presents himself, as one called 
into the ministry, but is not able to obtain an hon- 
ourable education at Waterville, Providence, « 
Cambridge. Milk the goats is the next step; men, 
women and children, are called, and the beip is 
stripped from them, and the pious young men 
have goats’ milk enough. 

Missionaries are needed among the heathen in 
Vermont, Maine, and Rhode-Island. The goats 
are milked again, and the missionaries spreading 
their fame in all directions. A brother clergyman 
is dismissed, “ because no man has hired him; 
the goats are milked, and he is on a mission, 4 
20 or 50 dollars per month. 

A mission is agreed on in Asia, and the goa’ 
are resorted to, who support the friends for %4 
years; at last all this fails, and what next? Mr. 
Ward appears, and tells the owners of the goats, 
nothing can be done unless a college is built in 
Asia, and some of the natives made ministers— 
The goats are called up, and ten thousand dollars 
are collected: the goats are left to feed on the 





high hills ugtil another guilking time returns, when 
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heir empty pails will be again presented, to be 
replenished from the same source. 
These milking vessels are placed wherever the 


soats are likely to resort—on the bureau, on the 
cperehant’s counter, in the musewm—for this pur- 
pose, t0 milk out the abundance of these milch- 
sine. They have drawn from the goats, money, 
pats, shoes, stockings, shirts and gowns, sweet- 
meats, and other luxuries, with missionary fields 
corn, potatoes, cabbages, pumpkins, &c. &c. 

All these things have been done, in addition to 
stripping for watch-seals, and the estates of old 
pachelors and maids, when death shall put an end 
to their wan. 

According to modern pulpit doctrine, these 
poor goats are to be rewarded for all their milk | 
(so good for the elect,) with a portion with the | 
devils and damned souls, in eternal misery, when | 
they shall see the ‘ very elect,’ in heaven, who were 
fed upon their milk, and by it nourished, and pre- 
pared for everlasting glory. 

itis a matter of consolation to the friends of 
humanity, that such goats’ milk is becoming 
searee ; and this rage for missionaries, which is 
akinto the old Crusades, is subsiding, while the 
glorious gospel, which includes all as sheep, to 
be returned to the great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, is spreading in all directions, to the joy of 
men, and the glory of God '!—Amen. 
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BIBLE DOCTRINE. 


“ Let them now that fear the Lord say, that his 
mercy endureth FoR EVER.” Psa. cxviii. 4. 


It is a lamentable truth, that comparatively few 
are willing to admit that the mercy of the Lord 
will endure for ever, or even for a short time, un- 
less his merey is restricted, and themselves, with 
some choice favourites, the only recipients of it. 
Reader, picture to yourself the prophet David, 
mounting the pulpit of some of our Calvinistic or 
Arminian churches in this city, and saying, “ Let 
them now that fear the Lord say, that his mercy 
endureth for ever!” Would he not be denounced 
as a Universalist? But, if he should declare, that 
the mercy of God extended only to the present 
mode of existence, and that, instead of being mer- 
ciful to the sinful children of men after death, he 
would torment them without mercy, and without 
end, would he not be admired for his orthodoxy, 
and stand a good chance of receiving a call, and 
a fat salary ? David assigns a reason for his decla- 
rations, (see last verse of Psa. quoted,) namely— 
“O give thanks unto the Lord, (what for, David ? 
Ans.) for he is good ; (why is the Lord good, Da- 
vid?) for his mercy endureth for ever.” 

Reader, we appeal, not to your passions, nor 
prejudices but, to your understanding, and ask, If 
thet God is good, whose “ mercy endureth for ever,” 
i. st not that god be evil, whose mercy endureth 
Ouly tor ashort time? 
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ATTEMPT AT CONVERSION. 

While Mr. Murray was a member of Mr. White- 
field’s church, a yound lady was, as he supposed, 
deluded by the Universalists, to join their stand- 
ard; and Mr. M. made one of a committee to 
visit and reclaim her. The following is his own 
account of the matter. 

“The young lady received us with much kind- 
ness and condescension ; while, as | glanced my 
eye upon her fine countenance, beaming with in- 
telligence, mingled pity and contempt grew in 
my bosom. After the first ceremonies, we sat for 
some time silent ; at length I drew up a heavy 
sigh, and uttered a pathetic sentiment, relative to 
the deplorable condition of those, who live, and 
die in unbelief; and I concluded a violent decla- 
mation, by pronouncing, with great earnestness, 
He that believeth not, shall be damned. 

“And pray, Sir,” said the young lady, with 
great sweetness, “ Pray, Sir, what is the unbe- 
liever damned for not believing ?” 

What is he damned for not believing ? Why, he 
is damned for not believing. 

“But, my dear Sir, I asked what was that 
which he did not believe, for which he was 
damned ?” 

Why, for not believing in Jesus Christ, to be sure. 

“Do you mean to say, that unbelievers are 
damned for not believing there was such a person 


as Jesus Christ ?” 
No, Ido not; aman may believe there was 


such a person, and yet be damned. 

“ What then, Sir, must he believe, in order to 
avoid damnation ?” 

Why he must believe that Jesus Christ is a 
complete Saviour. 

“ Well, suppose he were to believe that Jesus 
Christ was the complete Saviour of others, would 
this belief save him ?” 

No, he must believe that Christ is his complete 
Saviour ; every individual must believe for him- 
self, that Jesus Christ is his complete Saviour 

“ Why, Sir, is Jesus Christ the Saviour of any 
unbelievers ?” 

No, madam. 

“ Why, then, should any unbeliever believe that 
Jesus Christ is his Saviour, if he be not his Sa- 
viour ?” 

I say, he is not the Saviour of any one, until he 
believes. 

“ Then, if Jesus be not the Saviour of the un- 
believer until he believes, the unbeliever is called 
upon to believe a lie. It appears to me, Sir, that 
Jesus is the complete Saviour of unbelievers ; and 
that unbelievers are called upon to believe the 
truth ; and that, by believing, they are saved, in 
their own apprehension, from all those dread- 
ful fears, which are consequent upon a state of 
conscious condemnation.” 

No, madam ; you are dreadfully, I trust not fa- 
tally misled. Jesus never was, nor never will 
be, the Saviour of any unbeliever. 
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“Do you think Jesus is your Saviour, Sir *” 

I hope he is. 

“ Were you always a believer, Sir’” 

No, madam. 

«“ Then you were onee an unbeliever ; that js, 
vou onee believed that Jesus Christ was not your 
Saviour. Now, as you say, he never was, nor 
ever will be, the Saviour of any unbeliever ; as 
you were once an unbeliever, he never can be 
your Saviour.” 

He never was my Saviour till I believed. 

“ Did he never die for you till you believed, 
Sir?” 

Here I was extremely embarrassed,and most de- 
voutly wished myself out of her habitation ; I sigh- 
ed bitterly, expressed deep commiseration tor 
those deluded souls, who had nothing but head- 

Anowledge ; drew out my watch, discovered it was 
late ; ~~ recollecting an engagement, observed 
it was time to take leave. 

I was extremely mortified ; the young lady ob- 
served my confusion, but was too generous to 
pursue her triumph. I arose to depart ; the com- 
pany arose; she — us to tarry ; addressed 
each of us in the language of kindness. Her 
countenance seemed to wear a resemblance of 
the Heaven which she contemplated ; it was 
stamped by benignity ; and when we bade her 
adieu, she enriched us by her good wishes. 

——i——— 
« Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.” 


“The Lord is good to aut, and his lender mer- 
cies are over act. his works.” Reader, please to 
remember, itis “The Lorn, whois good to all.” 
Chere was one John Calvin, who had a god who, 
he said, was good to a part; and whose tender 
mercies were only over a few of his works. This 
demon, whom Calvin called a god, so far from 
having tender mercies, which were over al!, and 
being good to all, like other fabulous monsters, is 
actually represented as devouring his own off- 
spring ! 

Reader, you have the touchstone ; apply it.— 
When men come to you with their gods, and want 
you to worship them, ask them, if their god is 
* good to all, and his lender mercies are over all 
his works ?” Do not let them deceive you by eva- 
sion. Apply your touchstone, and compare “ fen- 
der mercies” to “endless misery,” and you must 
be blind indeed, if you cannot discern the aston- 
ishing difference ! 

—-— 
Wonderful influence of Missionaries. 

Mr. Ward, in his Address at the annual meeting 
of the W. Missionary Society, London, said, “ It 
is only for us (us—us !—) to be frequently on our 
knees at the throne of grace, and then, shall the 
earth yield her increase, and God, even our own 
God, shall give us his blessing!’ Reader, Is it your 
opinion that we are indebted to Mr. Ward and his 
compeers, for rain, sunshine, and the fruils of 
the earth ? 

a 


A Wonderful Memory. 

A man accosted me a few days since, and with 
few compliments, etc., declared, “ When Mr. Mur- 
ray first came to Boston, J heard him say, ‘1 can 
play on the stage, in the theatre, or preach in the 
pulpit, which will do best?’ Reader, the man 
who uttered the above——is not over thirty years 
old, and fifty years bave rolled away, since Mr. 
Murray first came to Boston!!! We advise this 
story teller, next time, to keep 





ibility in view! 
Ep. 


Probabitity is not so indispensable. 
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For rue Gosret Aerary. 
Das Pousprext is @ priest so rare 
(Though many well receive hits, ) 
That for my soul! the more I hear 
The less do I believe him 
Instead of being pleas’d to dwell 
On peace, and sins forgiven, 
He seems coucern’d to people Hei! 
Ten times as much as Heaven 
And in the war where all contend, 
Between the good and evil, 
He labours hard, of men, to send. 
Nine-tenths unto the Devil ' 
"Tis pity be should have a call, 
Who's made for plough or axe 
And be allow’d the word to mau). 
And mangle in a desk. 
Go, Dan, and learn to read and write. 
Ere thou become a feacher;— 
And know, that Heaven does ne’er inyiie 
A dunce, to be a preacher. 
Or, if thy pericranium’s proof 
‘Gainst reason, sense, and grammer 
Thy seandalized garb take off, 
And live by axe and hammer 
EE 
SELECTED. 
“ Why weepest thou?” 
Does gloomy fate, with sullen frown, 
Consume thy soul with care ? 
Hast thou the draught of misery known, 
Whose dregs are dark despair ? 
Art thou oppress’d with sorrow’s doom, 
Thy heart with anguish torn— 
O, soon that sad and cheerless gloom, 
Shall wake a brighter morn! 
Then why should sorrow wring thy brow— 
Say, mourner, say,—* Why weepest thou. 


Does tender love bedeck the bier, 
Is duss—with dust inurn'd ? 
Has one—affection priz'd so dear, 
To Heaven, and God—return'd ? 
The beauteous flower, that charms the ey: 
And decks the smiling plain— ; 
With winter's blast does fade, and die, 
But dies—to bloom again ! 
Then why should sorrow wring thy brow- 
Say, mourner, say— Why weepest thou 
 —_ >< 


To Ignoramus. We recently received two sheets 
of paper covered with a scrawl, and signed /gn- 
ramus. The writer was happy in the selection o 
his signature! Ignoramus is informed, that his 
tempt at wit failed for want of sense. But that 
has succeeded to admiration in his ignorance. This 
paper not being devoted to absurdily, Ignorams 
must remain Ignoramus still. 

+ —— 


PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 


_ The “ Society for the Investigation and Esa’ 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet in the Se 
loon at Wasuixeton Hatt, Broadway, ov Mov 
day evening, Jan. 28th, at six o'clock. 

——<a 

All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication in the 
Paper, must be post paid. City Correspondents are inturmed,(ht 
a Letier-box is stationed at the entrance of the Priuting-Oflice, Se 
70 Bowery, for the reception of their Communications. 

N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No 454 Pew 
Street. The First Volume of the G. H. bound or otherwise, may 
be obtained at the same place. 
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